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bility to various diseases, due in part to environmental
influences and in part to their respective constitutions and
predispositions to disease.6 These hereditary tendencies may
be transmitted by a person who has not himself developed
the disease during his, lifetime.
A favorable environment will counteract tendencies to-
(ward certain disorders. For example, a person who by
constitution is etnotionally unstable may adjust happily in
an environment that presents no greater strains than he can
easily bear.
INHERITANCE   OF   ACQUIRED
CHARACTERISTICS
There have been alleged instances of the inheritance of
specific behavior patterns. The stick-insect which normally
feeds on the privet leaf was for three generations taught to
eat ivy with the result that the third generation ate ivy
without training. There seemed to be with these insects as
with certain animal families studied a residual effect of the
habit taught for several generations carried over to the
next- generation so that the young adopt the habit more
readily than did their parents.7
Biologists tend to agree, however, that, only under such
exceptional conditions, are the qualities an individual has
developed during his lifetime transmitted by inheritance to
his offspring. Many mothers of the past generation who
sewed beautifully have daughters who do no kind of needle-
work. If the parents have attained a high degree of scholar-
ship, their child will not necessarily be a great scholar. If
the father is a murderer, his child is not predestined to a
criminal career. In the case of children of dissipated parents
it is fortunate that the children do not directly inherit their
parents' bad habits. In the case of parents who have
achieved eminence it is unfortunate that their children 3o
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